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IE alrship hus demonstrated its
prime Importapce during the
present European war both as
o fighting eraft and “eye of thel

gk¥,” Hattles haye been won through

information obtained by the aviation
corps, and In several instances the

men flying through the alr have di-

xected the line of fire so successfully|

'as to rout tho enemy. -Battles, too,

have heen lost owing to the lnck of

aireraft, for according to the report
of the Aero Club of America the

Russjans lost Warsaw as much be-

cause of their lack of aireraft and of

competent alr pilots @8 from the
shortness of ammunition.
Millions Will Be Spent,

The Government of the United
States s avalling itself of many les-
“sons which are being taught by the
wir in Europe, and the value of avia-
tion {s one of them. The next year
i3 likely to see some rapld adyance-
ment in this sclence by the flylng
corps of both the army and navy.
It is expected that the Navy Depart-
ment will spend $2,000,000.00 on
aeronautics during the coming year,
and §6,000,000.00" within the next five
years it the present plans are ap-
proved. A numper of naval aireraft
gtations will be established nlong the
coast, all of which will be equipped
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with the most modern type of sea-

Tl

= Lhe Narg- & dr 188013 O8HOO/ &

—Lensacola

Aerorsd-
Zics ol
U S0

b

A

]

Orme o the IMuzarne Comp o IMachines Ze.

plane such as would make n surprise|
attack by a foreign natlon impossible,
Our men In these machines could|
scour the air for hundreds of mlles|
along the coast and at all times be In
touch with their bases by wireless
telephone, |
Of course, It will be necessary to
have competent men to man the ma-
chines, and with this end in view an
aviation school has been opened by
the navy at the old navy yard at Pen-|
sacola, Florida, where an aeronautic|
statlon was sgt up about two years
ago. . The first class was assembled|
on July lst, 1815, and the work of|
the men has been most gratifylng to|
the Department. Another class will|
be made up durilng the winter, which
will consist of elght line officers, two
marina corps officers, twenty enlisted
men of the navy, and about eight
marines, -
Cause of Training.

The course of training 15 to exlend
over a perlod of nine months, and|
every three months it Is expected that!
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o class of both officers and men will
quallfy as- aviators or as mechanl-
clans, Tho Instruction will ba thor:
ough In every respect and plenty of
hard work and strict attention to
business will be required of the men
The least deviation from the path of
sobriety means dismissal from the
clpgs,  The course includes [nstruc:
tion in machinery, motors and all thelr
appurtenances, such as carburetors,
radintors, magnatos, ete. There I8 also
i complete course in assembling and
adjusting the wvarlous parts of ma-
chines, how to take them apart for
packing, how to stow them away on
shipboard and. how to re-assemble
them when the destination s reached.
Aside from the mechanical work
there is o serles of text book Instruc-
tion and special examinations at In-
tervals of n few weeks when the an-
swers to questlons must be wrltten
out. Hydroplanes arée used almost
exclusively, although a small dirigible
now under construction at Hariford,
Connecticut, will be sent to Pensacoln

e

for experlmental purposes,

Tha enllsted men at-the school will
be trained both as mechaniclans and
a5 aviators, Very frequently  thelr
work will be to assist the man who
drlves the aereplano by localing cer-
tain spots by the aid of glasses or In
photographing certain places or in
mapping the country, marking spots
where troops are locpted, or to act
s pllots on some occaslon. :

To Be Buflt By Government.

It 18 expected that most of the ma-
chines to be provided for the navy
will be built by the Government and
several are alrendy under construc-
tion in Washington navy yard. Other
yards will begin thelr work Inter, One
of the machines planned by Naval
Constructor Richardson provides for
an alreraft with a load carylng cn-
puelty of alx thousand pounds with o
gpeed of from fifty to elghty miloes,
The navy has recently purchased five
Burgess-Dunn machines, two of which
arg in commission and three are in
the process of bullding. There ore
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also several Curtls flylng boats, doing
excallent service at Pensacoln, Other
muachines which have bgen ordered
by the Navy Department are being
constructed at manufacturing plants
under the direction of some of the
naval officers of the flylng corpa.

The experiment with the dirigiblo
{a entirely new to the navy flying
corps, and It 18 belleved that its in-
troduction into the service ls dup to
the favornble reports made by our
avintlon experts who have heen study-
ing tho work of the Zeppelins during
the present war,

Xdeal Spot.

Pensncola 1s an fdeal spot for the
avintlon school, Filrat, it ls always
delightfully warm and the flylng men
can go Into the alr almost every doy
In the year and find “all sorts of alr;"
socond, bocause Pensicola ls off tho
beaten track and few visltors will
come to witeh the work, Even if they
do come to Pensacoln the ride to the
aviation statlon is by no means plens-
ant, as one must travel on dirty, rick-
oty old strest cars, crossing oven more
rickely bridges, and then wade In the
sand for fifteen minutes before rench-
Ing the entrance. BSo, 1t I not likely
that the avintors will be troubled with
many tourlsts,

Tent hangars have been met up on
the beach and permanent ones will
ba erccted later. Thera 18 a sloping
sandy beach where long wooden run-
ners have been made for tho ma-
chines, At the far end of the hangare
is o tower where an observer ls al-

wiys on the watch when flights are
peing made, From this point the
watcher s ablo to dotsct tho sllghtest
mishap to a machine, Happily, ne-
eldents have been fow, although huns
dreds of fghts have bgan made, Lost
yenr o serlos of manoouvres were held
when the avidtors did seout work and
proved that an neroplaneg Is tho worst
enamy of the fdeadly submarine. It
I8 o much swifter erafl than tho under
poi boat and after sighting the lattor
it ean glve warning of Its position
pefore the submuorine can got out of
the way. Bomb dropping has also bean
trled ‘out with sucpess. This test wha
madae by placing small targats on the
water  dand dropplng bombs upon
thom.
Experhments,

The North Carolina Is the statlon
ship, 8he recently returned from duty
in the Mediterranean waters and haa
been designaled by the Department as
the aeronnutie ship and the home of
the ayiatlon corps, The Vessel hps
been  equipped  with two aocroplang
holsting cranes and extensive experls
ments will be made to find out the
most practical wiy of holsting nero-
plapes on and off of ships, A cata-
pult or aeroplnne launching dovice
which was tried -out with more or less
guccess from o donl barge has been
{nstalled ‘on bonrd the North Caro-
linn.  Recently the crulser went out
to mea for tho purposp of testing the
apparatus and two successful aero-
plano flights were made by Its ald
from the decks of a battleship,
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The dovico used conslsts of & track’
extonding slong the ship's’ after deak
upon which fs & car, The astoplans
lands on the device from the alr iu)j!.z )
In scoured to the car, On launching
tho car in drlyen down the track until
it has attained high speed, This |s
brought to m sudden stop aod the!
{neroplane rolonsed from Its mooringat
[soary Into the alr, having Leen, shot®
ovar the crulser’s stern atia speed oft
fitty miles an hour, The apparatus
s the Invontion of Captain We I
Chambers, and was firat tested at the'
Washington navy yurd.  Its, success
openg up new poasibilities for ngyys
acroplanes, ns the devieo permits them
to bo launghed without the nid ofSas
platform obstructing gun fire, A

Just now tho avintion station 1a as
busy place, for overybody seems to:
hive the spirit of “'prepurodness™ ands
is worklng with might and ‘main‘ta;
porfoct averything portaining to thelr
wark along aviatlon lines, ;e

The nireraft of the navy I8’ nami
by a cortaln system which tells anag
at o glanco tho type of maghing, I
{nstancy A-L. stands for fying -m&'
A-X. means o combination of land and
water machine; A-H, menns a hydros
neroplung; B, stands for - ballo
D-N. for non-rigid ﬂlrlrlhll,_
number following theao lettars in
cates the number of the maching
its typo. For oxnmple, A-H=10 g
that It in the tenth hydro-seroplag
added to the navy's equipment iEH
now dirlgiblo will be' mg_ler\?g .
it belng the flrat of 'ltq k
mnchings veed by the Marin
ofticors ‘aro utlll marked in
fashion, ‘such'as 17, B. M. C, Bs 1
indicates that 'the flylng boat']
first ono of the B type, 4 PR

An exoellont start/in tha parfea
of oup flylng corps hag been ms
Ponsacoln, and if Captain Mark
tal, the chiof of the navy peroni
18 nllowed to carry out his plan
strides in the art of fiylng w
made during the coming year's
old Bouthern yard, 3
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A Short Sketch of Ger-

many$’ Balkan Ally--
. Personality of the King
Known As “The Fox of
the Balkans”, and of
the People He Rules.

Copyright, 108, by The International
Syndieate.
VER since the start of the Wofld
War all eyes have been centered
on the Balkan States—Greece,
Roumanin and Bulgarla, and
especially nfter the Turks threw thelr
fortuncs on the side of the Germans
and after the Allles had started, with
doubtful wisdom, their Dardanelles
campnign, Bulgaria was, perhaps,
of more Importance than the other
two because her ald to the Teutons
would make the road to Constantl-
nople much easier to relleve the pres-
sure upon the Bultan's capital, while
the ensting of her lat with tho Allles
would not only have blocked Teutonje
progress In the South-east, but would
have had great influence upon the
action’ of the other Blav countries not
yet engaged In the struggle, Bo Lhe
entrance of Bulgaria on the slde of
the German Alllance was a master
gtroks of diplomacy on the part of the
Kaiser and  his councll,
Fighters From Earllest Times,
from the earliest times the Bul-
garians were recognized as fighters,
for nccording to Herodotus the wild
mhraclan and Illyrian tribes, ances-
tors of the Buigarians of today, which
{nhabited the Balkan Penlnsula
wwould be the greatest ef all nations
if they could only agree among them-
gelves and be ruled by one man." But
the tribes llved as o rule in a perpet-
ual feud. T}mlr history up to the sev-
enth century is shrouded In mystery
put about that time the Bulgars
crossed the Danube and took posses-
glon of the territory which now bears
thelr name,” After & time they adopted
the customs and langunge of the
jays, although the old Bulgarians
were elmoat the opposite of this race.
As carly a8 818 they made an attack
upon Constantinople, then a part of
tiie Roman Empire,
puring the ninth ecentury & certain
porls founded the first Bulgarian
monarchy and made himselt lord and
master of the countty, He negotiated
with Rome and finally became a con-
ort to the Roman Church, Under his
rule Bulghrin prospered to such an ex-
. pnt that Gibbon In his “Decline and
1,-u|1---tolln_ us that "Bulgaria assumed
a rank among tha clvilized powers of
130 earthy Borls dled in a convent In
o7, Hisname still lives in the mem-
of ‘the Bulgarinn people and he

Orks us the first of thelr national
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heroes. Later om the Russians In-
vaded the country and the Bulgarians
were compelled to ask aid of the
Groeks, afterwards coming under the
rule of the Grecian Bmpire, The
country next fell under Servian sway,
and finally at the close of the four:
teenth century the Turks made thelr
appearance and from that time until
1877 Bulgaria was part of the Sul-
tan's dominfon. '

Freed by Russia,

Thelr freedom from Turkish rule
was brought about by the Russlan In-
vasion of the Ottoman Emplre at that
time, Whlle the motive of the Rus-
slans in freelng Bulgaria may not have
been wholly disinterested the fact re-
mains that had It sot been for the

Crar's army Bulgaria might still be
ruled by Turkish officiels, The peopls

thus freed wero mainly peasants with
little knowledge of the art of govern-
ment and for a tirie the Russians ran
things to suit themselves. Then came
the Assembly of Notables in aocord-
ance with the Berlin Treaty of 1879,
which passed the Constitution and
elected Prince Alexander of Batten-
burg as the relgning prince. This
young man, who was but twenty-two
years of age, had been living in re-
tiremont at Potsdam, He.at first hos-
itated to nccept the honor thrust upon
him but finally, after some persuasion
on the part of his rolatives, accepted.
Being o nephew of Czar Alexander II.
he was| ncceptable to the Russians.
His rolgn for the firét {wo yedrs was
comparatively easy, for belng a sol-
dier he soon won the people, but after
the death of his royal unele the new
Czar Alexander IIL attempted to ruh

the affairs of Bulgarin himself and a
sorles of incldents occurred which
plunged that country into & war with
Soryin.and ended in the abdication of
Prince Alexander. ] 3

The Grand Council met once mors,
and this time elected Waldemar of
Denmark as the ruler, but the prince
refused the honor. It was next of-
fered to King Carol of Roumania, but
he, too, refused to serve. Plots and
counter-plots crept in, And it became
imperative that a ruler for Bulgaria
should be found at once, o ‘a4 com-
mittee was sent out to gxamino the
royal cadets of Hurope, While almost
in despair of finding the proper man
one of the committes dropped inte &
olreus in: Vienna where he met &
friend who | declared he know the
very man for the position and as A
résult the present Xing, then Prince
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| year later o son was born and recelved

‘| his promise, the King had Borls bap-

Ferdinand of Baxe Coburg-Gotha, was
sclected,
Ferdinand Elected Ruler,

On August 14th, 1887, he took the
oath of office, The son of & dls-
tinguished Austrian, his  mother,
Princess Clementine, was the daugh-
ter of King Louls Phillppe. He waa
twenty-slx years of age, and whlle
possessed of nlnpla means he knew 1it-
tle of the people he wasa to rule

Wite and Children.

The Prime Minlster Htambuloff,
knowing the danger of tho assasain's
bullet for the Prince, repeatedly urged
him to marry and found o dynasty.
Aocordingly, In 1898 he morried the
Princess Marle Loulse of Parma, o
member of the Bourbhon family. | The
father of the Princess had consented
to the marriage only on condition that
the children of the tinion should be
brought, up a8 Roman Catholics. A

the anclent neme of Borls, The grent-
ost enthusigsm prevalled over the birth
of the helr, and g year after the dy-
nasty was further strengthened by the
birth of another son, Cyril, Two
daughters wera bornilater, True tog

tized' a Catholic but shortly thereaftor
tho little Prince was rebaptized Into the
Orthodox Greek Church. This was
done to please Russla, and was one
of tho first evidences of TWerdinand's
efforts to curry fayor with the Iand
of the Bear. All.Catholic Buropo Was
furlous, and thp Princess actually, left
her royal husband for a time, But
Ferdinand had pleased. the Czar. The
gnltan named !un Pringe of the Bul-
gars, and the Fowers agreed to give
him the throne. Hyer since that time
this ruler, to use & COmMMON CXPros-
slon, 'has played both ends against
the middle,” and has had the eyes
of the world centered on lis actions
many times, The Princess dled on
January 81, 1889, the day after the
birth of her daughter, the Princess
Nadeiga. ) SR L

_Ning years later Ferdinand married
Princess Elenore of Reuss-Kostrits—
an estimable lady who has made a
fine Impresglon sthrough ‘her service
with tbe Red Cross.  Just before the
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try, but when the war came on she
abandoned the trip, . Today she 18 asy
siating in Red Cross work in Buls
gorle,

: Shrowdneas,

King Ferdinind is sald to have in+
herited his ehrewdness from his
mother, who taught him the gama of
politics early in llife; Ambitious to
the lnst degree, she practieally forced
her son to accept the offer of the Bul-
garians, Bhe had been told by o for-
tune teller that ‘mithotgh she had
come into the world the daughter of
an uncrowned king she would leave it
the mother! pf a crowned king' and
belleving this she sot about teaching
him all the intricacles of diplomucy,
The Princess Clamentine, however,
dled one year befors the prophecy
wag fulfilled, as it wad not untll1008
that Ferdinand was proclalmed King
of'the Bulgars,' All.through his reign
ho has demonstrated that heils & past
mastor in the art of intrigue commans«
ly known as diplomacy, and hay
earnod the name of “the Fox of tho
Balkans." aits )
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CArmy.
Military service is universal and
compulgory. Mohammednns are ex-
empt but are compelled topay a tax.
flervice in the ranks begins at the age
of twenty, and s now for two yeaty
other arms. Reserve scrvice lasts for
alxtoen years in the other arms. .The
reservists are called out for’ three
weoks training annuslly. After com=-
pleting his reserve service, the Bul-
garian passes to the Territorial Army
end In all serves twenty-six yoears, The
men are well equipped, using
Mannlicher magasine rifls

of the same make. The

outbreak of the prasgnt war the Queen
was preparing for & visit to this coun-

in the infantry and for three years in (4
aighteen yoars as an infantryman and 'k

the
. ‘for the in- |1
fafitry, Whilé the cayalry use carhines C

cavalry 18 suld to be &
of fina horsemen. '

+and Aght untll they, w!

ed or killed, Tho
fatalists and |t wo
as tho fortuns of war o
a stolelsm ‘which causes
surgeon to marvel at thi
The Bulgnrign pensant h
forts as comforts go . in
both sexes #cem. to
live roughly so they . ha
oat, There was little
til after tho lust war ¥
oven this 1s pot great,
sense of the word does
women love guy
ning around. ln
ing the favorite
wear nﬂ&u of dolns
around’ thelr nocks.
means beautiful, th
formed, sturdy wo
tract ono's. altenitl
ot

the political
the country.” He

H’.'rw -thir

the King mad
‘and Paris, whoty
of m '




